UNTIL recently there were only two known species of the genus Tribolonotu8, a peculiar genus thought to be restricted to New Guinea, but two more were found in the Solomon Islands by members of the Whitney South Sea Expedition and described by C. E. Burt during the year 1930. The following description is of a fifth species, also from the Solomon Group, and I have named it for the Rev. Father J. B. Poncelet, who has collected many excellent specimens of many kinds for the Trustees of the Australian Museum. Owing to the general shape of the body and the rows of large spines or scutes on the dorsal surface of this lizard, it has been referred to by laymen as a young crocodile.
Tribolonotus ponceleti, sp. novo Defi,nition.-Head strongly differentiated from the neck, with a slightly curved posterior border, which bears a number of short spines much smaller than those on the dorsal surface of the body. Eyelids well developed, scaly. Tympanum superficial, vertical, oval, and as large as the eye opening.
Shields of head strongly rugose, the sutures thereby being very indefinite. Four supraoculars; a large preocular which forms a suture with the nasal; a large single shield covers the snout between the preoculars, the frontal, and the rostral. The parietals are somewhat broken up and not easy to define, though the posterior are the largest. Two large supra-temporals. The second labial is very small and does not completely separate the first from the third. The latter is exceptionally long and enters the orbital ring.
Five lower labials, the first the longest. A large, azygous post-mental is followed by two pairs of chin shields. Dorsal surface of body covered with strongly keeled, spinose scales. The dorsal ridge is well developed and formed of a double row of strong curved spines, there being about twenty-nine of these between the head and the sacral region. Gular and ventral scales imbricate and keeled. There are four anal scales, the central pair considerably enlarged. Caudal scales spinose above and keeled ventrally, and there are forty-eight from the junction of the body to the tip of the tail. The hindlimb stretched forward does not reach to the axilla. The forelimb is covered above with strongly keeled, almost spinose scales. Digits well developed, round ish, with smooth transverse lamella! under the fingers, and somewhat tubercular ones under the toes; there are twenty-five under the fourth toe.
Total length: 223 mm. (tip of tail missing); body, 110 mm. Head, 34 mm.; width of head, 25 mm.; width of neck, 12 mm. H~ndlimb, 50 mm.
